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COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 
OCTOBER 26, 2021 SPECIAL MEETING 

7:00P.M. 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. DISCUSSION ON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATIONS, NOACA 

4. ADJORNMENT 

MODEL ZONING RESOLUTION SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 
OCTOBER 26, 2021 SPECIAL MEETING 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

2. ROLL CALL 

3. DISCUSSION ON THE MODEL ZONING RESOLUTION BY THE MODEL ZONING 
RESOLUTION SUBCOMMITTEE 

4. ADJOURNMENT 
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Geauga County Planning Commission 
470 Center Street, Building 1C, Chardon, Ohio 44024 

Phone {440) 279-1740 Fax(440)285-7069 
www.co.geauga.oh.us/Departments/Pianning-Commission 

OCTOBER 26, 2021 SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 

Chairman Charles Stevens cal led the October 26, 2021 special meeting of the Geauga County Planning 

Commission to order at 7:10p.m. at 470 Center Street, Building 8, City of Chardon. Following the Pledge 

of Allegiance, the roll was ca lled by Pamela Irizarry, Administrative Assistant, and the following members 

were present. A quorum was obtained. 

2. Roll Call 

M embers present: Charles Stevens, Chester Miller, James McCaskey, Walter Claypool, Caterina Caeca

Fulton, Gary Neola and Dennis Bergansky 

Members absent: Ralph Spidalieri, James Dvorak, Tim Lennon, and John Oros 

Staff present: Linda Crombie (Planning Director) Allyson Kobus (Planner II) and Pamela Irizarry 

(Administrative Assistant) 

Numerous others were present interested in the discussion. 

3. Discussion on Metropolitan Planning Organiziations, NOACA 

Mr. Stevens announced the meeting was scheduled per Mr. Walt er Claypool's request and it will be his 

presentation. As an order of business, it is a presentation to the Planning Commission board members. 

The Commission members may ask questions and questions from t he audience wil l be at the end. 

Mr. Claypool introduced himse lf and let the Commission know that he was pleased to be part of the 

board. He also commented on how the Planning Commission has very good members. M r. Claypool 

stat ed the presentation is his opinion of who NOACA is. Informat ion for this presentation came from 

NOACA, ODOT, and the federal government so it can be backed up. 

Mr. Claypoo l stated NOACA is an MPO (Metropolitan Planning Organization) and is federal ly mandated 

but they do planning for states and localities, which is not in the Constitution. Mr. Claypool stated there 

are seventeen MPO's in Ohio and a small part of Geauga County is located in an urbanized area and that 

is the only reason why we are in NOACA. Geauga County is not urban but it all comes down to the 

urbanized area. There is 18.4 cents federal gasoline tax and in order to get it back, there has to be in the 

MPO. Akron and Portage are not part of NOACA. 
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Mr. Claypool told the Commission that he might say things that peop le don't l ike and t hese are his views 

on NOACA. When NOACA started, representation was the three County Commissioners from each 

county. The City of Cleve land filed a lawsuit to add more members as they only had three. NOACA 

wants to do more things such as air and water quality; they don' t have to do it but want to in addition to 

transportation planning. Their NEOCC and eNE02050 plans are land use, economic development and 

social engineering and Mr. Claypool asked who gave them the authority to do this? We are not part of 

the NEOCC plans and the County Commissioners at t he time passed a resolut ion stat ing so. 

Mr. Claypool continued and said fifty-five counties in Ohio are not part of an MPO but they have roads. 

Do they have plans to get their money back? Yes. There are pools of money that the counties go to get 

money back. NOACA does not engineer anything .. . ODOT and the county engineers engineer roads. 

Roads are mostly paid for by local levies and the gas tax. There is a 38.5 cents/gallon state gas tax that 

used to be 24.0 cents. 71% goes to the state, 10% to the county, and 5% to the townships. 

Mr. Claypool sa id the 18.4 cents federal gas tax is not prescribed and is distributed on how NOACA feels 

it should be spent. It is better to raise money at the local level than at the federal level as local ly it can 

be managed better. Mr. McCaskey asked why Lake County has two more members than us and Mr. 

Claypool said it is based on population but it did not used to be but there were lawsuits in the 1970's. 

Mr. Claypool said Geauga is very different from Cuyahoga and Cleveland. We are large lots with septic 

systems and they are high density with sewers. We want practical planning and NOACA focuses on 

equity. We have 95,000 residents and they have 1.26 million. We have 3 board members and they have 

21. We have a large Amish popu lation and they have a large minority population. 

Mr. Claypool said t here is $4,000,000 from all sources and the county and township money that the 

county gets back is $2 million. NOACA can on ly fund federalized roads. Joe Cattell submit s projects to 

NOACA and t hey review them and Geauga County's projects are not selected. So why are we 

members? 

Mr. McCaskey asked how long we have been members and Mr. Claypool said since the 1960's but they 

have evolved greatly. Grace Gallucci came in about 2013 and before that it was Robert Phillips and we 

did receive more funding. Grace's progressive approach changed the measure to who gets funding and 

we have received less funding. Mr. Claypool continued by saying NEOCC is funded by HUD and there is 

a $4.5 million grant to do land use planning. It is now known as the Vibrant NEO 2040 plan and he said 

people shou ld care about that plan. While NOACA cannot directly come into our county and plan, HUD, 

EPA and other agencies can influence our county. Mr. Claypool mentioned President Biden's plan to 

end single family zoning. 

Mr. Claypool went on to ment ion NOACA's eNE02050 plan on equity and questioned are t hey doing 

what an MPO is supposed to do. Social engineering is not planning but roads and bridges are. Are our 

taxes going for a good purpose? Mr. Claypool played a video of Di rector Gallucci describing using an 

equity lens related to transportation and housing. Mr. Claypoo l mentioned Agenda 21 that came out in 

the 1960's, which is on the United Nations website. Equity and sustainable development started then 

with the book Our Common Future by its socialist founder and these concepts have been baked into 
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government and our vernacular. Mr. Claypool said there also is Agenda 2030 from 2015 and advised 

that everyone look at the fact sheet U.S. Global Development Policy Agenda 2030. NOACA talks about 

race at their board meetings and the t alk should be about roads. 

Mr. Claypool st ated we want our money back f rom the 18.4 cents per ga llon gas tax. The premise of 

Marxism is that in order to make change, there has to be conflict, one side against the other and is the 

driving force behind socialism and communism. NOACA's focus is on Cleveland and Cuyahoga County 

and the money does not come back to us. They spent 6.5 mill ion on bike tra ils. They do not have t he 

legal authority to do land use planning and are speaking out of bot h sides of their mouth. Their regional 

strategic plan is not a transportation plann ing document. He sa id it was previously proposed that 

NOACA be a taxing authority and there is sti ll talk about it. 

Mr. Claypoo l sa id NOACA also spend mil lions on sound walls even in rural areas, and other money was 

spent on digital signs on the highway and a potential hyper loop from here to Chicago. This is not of 

benefit to our county. The risks of being in NOACA are that they focus on Cleveland and Cuyahoga 

County and thei r cul tura l values do not align with ours. Mr. Claypool brought up NOACA's goal of 

regional cost sharing and questioned how that would work. 

Mr. Claypool said we can just leave NOACA but t hat leaves money on the table we do not get back. We 

can leave NOACA and form our own MPO, which I confirmed we can do that t hrough Rep. Grendel!. I 

started the process when I was county commissioner but we have to get t he cities to agree including 

Mentor, Chardon, and Middlefield. It goes to the Governor and he must approve it. Lake County has to 

be convinced that it is a good idea. I tried in the past and those discussions fe ll apart because of a new 

Lake County official. 

Mr. Claypool said Joe Cattell stil l has the documentation. It is a big risk but is doable. We can form a 

coalition with other counties. Mr. McCaskey asked if the counties must be contiguous and Mr. Claypool 

said that ODOT said yes. The new MPO could be Lake, Geauga, and Ashtabula. Mr. McCaskey asked if 

we can get money not being in an MPO. Mr. Claypool said that they get funding from different pools. If 

we just left and did not form our own MP, we stil l leave it to NOACA to do our water and air quality. 

They are also doing economic deve lopment and we should tell them to pound sa lt but we have to have 

the will t o do it. 

Mr. Claypool presented a spreadsheet from 2015-2016 that he created based upon numbers from 

ODOT. If we leave NOACA, the area would receive $7.2 million and right now we receive zero. Lake 

County receives about $2 million now and Joe Cattell would be happy with $1 mil lion. We wou ld be 

competing with NOACA if Lake and Geauga formed their own MPO. Lake County is afraid to leave 

NOACA because of years ago with the Vrooman Road project as they did not want to lose that money. 

ODOT determines w here the money goes, not NOACA, but ODOT can be stingy with the money. ODOT's 

strategy wit h money here is that the Amish related accident count wasn' t high enough. The 

intersection of Mayfield and Sperry is an example of ODOT with putting in a light. 

Mr. Claypool stated that this is his perspective on the facts and sa id to do your homework, go to elected 

officials, go to NOACA board meetings, and ta lk to the County Commissioners. He sa id there needs to 
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be a strategy in planning documents to mitigate NOACA's impacts. We don't want them to change 

zoning or do economic development. The County Engineer is the most important person and he should 

be on it. Mr. Bergansky asked who decides and Mr. Claypool said it is the County Commissioners and 

they work for us. The Planning Commission has influence and it takes political wi ll and Ralph and Tim are 

interested. Mr. McCaskey stated that if this is pursued, it would probably take a couple of years. 

Mr. Claypool sa id the County's annual membersh ip is $95,000. There was an agreement in place with 

the county engineers of the counties. Three county engineers were going to present to the County 

Commissioners but it didn't happen. There is a benefit to including other counties. There has to be the 

population. We could leave and not form our MPO and Grace even said she could help us with that. 

Mr. Bergansky asked what population is needed and Mr. Claypool responded 50,000. Mr. Bergansky 

asked if Geauga and Ashtabula wou ld be enough and Mr. Claypool said he didn't think so and that it 

would have to be with Lake County. Mr. Miller asked if the three county commissioners are in 

agreement and Mr. Bergansky added that Mr. Claypool mentioned Ralph and Tim but what about Jim? 

Mr. Claypool said he hasn't talked to Jim. Mr. Neola asked what are Diane Grendel! and Jerry Cirino's 

role and Mr. Claypool sa id he talked to Rep. Grendel! that we could do it. She said the same process 

that ODOT gave me. 

Mr. Neola asked if a majority is needed and Mr. Claypool said that it has to be two of t he three. An 

audience member asked about the viability of joining Eastgate and Mr. Claypoo l said we cannot be part 

of an MPO that is not part of an urbanized area. He went on to say that not all MPO's are li ke NOACA. 

He sa id Eastgate plans for roads and bridges. 

An audience member asked if it can be put on the ballot for the people to vote on it. Mr. Claypool asked 

M s. Caeca-Fulton and she sa id to Mr. Claypool that is it not mentioned in his presentation and that she 

was not sure but it is a good question. Mr. Claypool sa id you can have a pseudo referendum such as a 

survey so the County Commissioners know how the public feels. He said the counties would have to 

create an MPO, create an administration that is funded by certain processes. The Planning Commission 

would do the planning for roads and bridges, not the engineering, just the planning. Mr. Bergansky 

asked if we can leave NOACA and do that later. He mentioned if we are a sovereign state, why couldn't 

we do that? 

An audience member asked what we have to do to get the County Commissioners t o come to these 

meet ings and listen. Mr. Claypool said he gives them a pass for not attending this meeting. Another 

audience member said they don't li sten and Mr. Claypool said they do listen but are betwixt and 

between but them having your support is important and he said to talk to them. 

An audience member asked about a petition and Mr. Claypool said that would be good but they listen to 

the County Engineer. Mr. Claypool said Tim goes to the NOACA meetings and Ralph sends the County 

Engineer to the meetings and he thinks Jim goes. Mr. Claypool mentioned that NOACA is recertified 

every five years with the Federa l Highway Administration. Mr. Claypool said NOACA is making race 

based decisions and it is illegal. They ignored me. Call t he FHA or call Dave Joyce. 
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An audience member asked the board to pursue this and to have the tough conversations to get out of 

NOACA. Mr. Claypool said he wants something put in the County plan as NOACA is not looking out for 

us. 

Mr. Stevens said this concludes the single presentation topic by Mr. Claypool and the meeting was 

adjourn ed. 

Adjournment 

Chairman Stevens adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:45p.m. 
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